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Longfield Solar Farm Community Liaison Group (CLG)
Minutes of Meeting
Wednesday, 10 September 2025, 2pm
Boreham Village Hall, Main Road, Boreham, CM3 3JD

Members

Name

Organisation

Andy Higham — Principal Planning Officer

Essex County Council

Timothy Havers - Principal Planning Manager
Chris Paggi - Planning Development Manager

Braintree District Council

Ruth Mabbutt - Senior Planning Officer/Planning

Lead

Chelmsford City Council

Mark Norman

National Highways

Lee Perry T/Station Manager, Risk

John Webster Station Mgr Future Infrastructure Risk

Essex Fire and Rescue Service

Will Wilcock_Sion Davies

National Grid

Katherine Evans

Essex Local Access Forum

Graham Reeve — Area Walking Environment Officer

Essex Ramblers Association

communications@essexalliance.org.uk

The Essex Alliance

Mark Weale - Chair

Hatfield Peverel Parish Council

Robin Dixon

Terling and Fairstead Parish Council

James Raven — City Councillor

Boreham and The Leighs

Anthony Kingham - Chair

Little Waltham Parish Council

Dawn Whelan - Business & Partnerships Lead

East of England Ambulance Trust

Linda Reed

Boreham Parish Council

In attendance
Name

Organisation

Katherine Evans — Chair (KE)

Essex Local Access Forum

Peter Elkington (PE)

Boreham Parish Council

Graham Reeve
Area Walking Environment Officer (GR)

Essex Ramblers Association

Jennifer Johns - Assistant Project Manager (JJ)

EDF Renewables, Longfield Solar Farm

Clodagh Steel - Community Liaison Officer (CS)

EDF Renewables, Longfield Solar Farm
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1 Welcome

CS welcomed the group.

2 Minutes of 11* June 2025 Drop In Meeting

CS confirmed the minutes of the June 2025 meeting were agreed and have been loaded to the
Longfield Solar Farm website https://www.longfieldsolarfarm.co.uk/downloads/

3 Project Update (JJ) (CS)

JJ began with an update on the proposed landscape masterplan for the site. From the plan we
showed the new tree belts and woodland butters we have created as well as filling some of the
gaps in the hedgerows. Further works planned later this year.

We will seed the fields with an Agrii grass mix prior to construction to help reduce the soil
nutrients. We will undertake stilting of the numerous ponds around the area and re-seed the
pond buffers if required. There will be bat and bird boxes placed around the site as well as
habitat piles for invertebrates. Sheep will graze the site post construction to help manage the
grassland creation over the site. We will be creating a specific area which will provide the birds
with a good source of seed which will be managed slightly differently and need re-seeding every
two years.

‘The Greenway’ - As per the DCO submission, this is the lining of existing PRoWs and new
permissive footpaths which will create a route to go from north to the south of the site. There
will be fruit trees planted along the route for the community to access. The existing footpaths
can continue to be used during construction of the solar farm and will be managed according to
our management plan and where needed will be manned by banksman. The permissive
footpaths will be accessible once construction has finished and the full Greenway is completed.

The land will be taken in 2 main phases for construction and construction work is planned to
start in the south first and then move to the north of the site.

Enabling works must be carried out before construction works can begin. We are coordinating
closely with the utility companies who also need to complete works where possible, and
coordinate works to minimize disruption to the local community.

KE commented that we may not need a mass of fruit trees along the walk. JJ to revisit the
guantity and type that is proposed to make sure there is a good balance.

4 Questions
Q. Where are we with the programme?

A. JJ and CS updated on road widening/passing bay works to Wheelers Hill/Cranham Road and
works to the site entrance on Boreham Road. We are working very closely with Essex Highways.
Once agreed and the plans have been approved the works will the begin. We are currently
continuing with the advance planting on site and seeding of the land will begin once the
highways works have been completed.

Q. Does Longfield Solar Farm need planning permission for the road widening works?

A. The Longfield Solar Farm Order 2023 lists “works for the widening of the carriageway” on
Cranham Road and Wheelers Hill. The highway-works powers are part of the DCO. We are
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currently working closely with Essex Highways to agree the detailed design so that this can be
agreed and approved. We will still need to discharge with the local authority all our required
management plans including the Construction Traffic Management Plan, Targeted Landscape
and Ecological Management Plan as well as obtain/agree the practical traffic/permit
arrangements with the highway’s authority.

Q. Will there be street lighting added to Wheelers Hill and Cranham Road?

A. There are no plans to add street lighting, we are currently looking to reduce the speed limit to
40mph along the road.

Q. Are there any footpaths on Wheelers Hill / Cranham Road?

A. The majority of Wheelers Hill / Cranham Road does not have footpaths. Any footpaths that
intersect with the road will be appropriately manged through the PRoW management plan for
the works. KE confirmed there is one pathway near the end of Cranham Road.

Q. How long will the road widening and site entrance works take to complete?

A. The works are planned to take around five months to complete. The roads will be closed
hopefully completing work in sections to minimise a full road closure but there will always be
access for residents to their properties along the road and emergency services.

Q. Where is the site entrance? And why was it moved further up towards Cranham Road?

A. The site entrance for Longfield Solar Farm will be situated on Boreham Road, near the
junction with Cranham Road. This location has been revised from previous plans to minimize the
impact on Boreham Road.

Q. Do we need further land for the site entrance or highways works?

A. Some land will need to be adopted by the highways to accommodate things such as the
visibility splays required for the site entrance and areas along the road where we may need to
move current drainage or culverts to allow for the road to be widened in places and passing bays
to be created. Essex Water, UKPN and BT Openreach are working with us as they will also need
to do some works in the same area to accommodate the road enhancements.

Q. Is there anything in the DCO about the Equestrians near to the Longfield Solar Farm?

A. The Development Consent Order (DCO) for Longfield Solar Farm, does not specifically address
equestrian activities. However, during the examination process, concerns were raised regarding
the impact of the development on equestrian users. The applicant noted that the proposed
additional permissive paths would provide only a limited increase in access for cyclists and
equestrians due to constraints such as existing hedgerows. Consequently, no changes to
permissive paths are proposed from what was submitted, and it was emphasized that where
accessible, these paths would remain open to all users, including equestrians.

Q. When is the Community Benefit Fund available?
A. The Community Benefit Fund will become available when the main site construction begins.
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Q. Why does your PRoW path through the site end at a footpath?

A. We can go no further south; we can only put in paths within our boundary. The land where
our PRoW ends has been temporarily possessed for our cable route and we cannot create a
permissive footpath there. CS to confirm for KE who owns that piece of land.

Q. What will be the daily frequency of HGV traffic to Longfield Solar Farm?

A. The daily volume of HGV movements to the site is yet to be finalised. HGV movements are
expected to range between 60 and 75 per day, and all HGVs will be monitored to ensure they
follow the designated route to the site. We are looking to implement a shuttlebus service to
transfer staff to site from Chelmer Park and Ride and a Car Share Scheme which will be
implemented to match potential sharers and help staff identify any colleagues who could
potentially be collected along their route to/from site.

Q. At the peak of construction, how many workers will be on site?

A. It is estimated that up to 600 workers will be required at the peak of construction, but it is
expected that on any one day the peak would be 533, comprising 500 on the Solar Farm Site,
and 33 associated with the Bulls Lodge Substation Extension.

Actions
CS to arrange a site visit for members in Spring 2026.
JJ to share the masterplan once it has been approved as currently in draft format.

Date and venue of next meeting

The group agreed meetings would take place every quarter and would be held either daytime,
evenings, face to face or virtual, this would be decided by the group at the end of each meeting.

Next meeting 2.30pm, Wednesday, 26 November 2025, Boreham Village Hall, Goodwin Room.



